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Defense attorney Doug Mulder said Friday that he has been hired by capital murder suspect 

Darlie Routier and will seek to move her trial back to Dallas. 

"It can be tried here, and it should be tried here," Mr. Mulder said. "I see no reason to waste the 

taxpayers' money when we can get a fair trial here." He estimated Dallas County taxpayers 

would save $500,000 if the case is returned to Dallas. Jury selection is to begin Monday in the 

Central Texas town of Kerrville, and prosecutors sounded reluctant to move he case back to 

Dallas. 

Ms. Routier's court-appointed attorneys had asked state District Judge Mark Tolle to move the 

trial because of extensive local media coverage since the June 6 slayings. The judge decided to 

move the trial to Kerrville on Sept. 27. 

Ms. Routier, 26, is accused of stabbing two of her sons to death in their Rowlett home and then 

mutilating herself to make the attack look like the work of an intruder. She could be sentenced to 

death if convicted. 

Mr. Mulder said Ms. Routier, who has pleaded not guilty, now wants the trial to be held in 

Dallas. "The defendant wants to be tried here," he said. "If they (prosecutors) don't think they can 

get a fair trial here, they ought to come out and say so." 

A source close to the prosecution said the district attorney's office isn't inclined to "let Mr. 

Mulder waltz in and change everything." 

"If he thinks so, he's got another thing coming," said the source, citing a gag order in the case and 

requesting anonymity. "She and her attorneys requested this and had a hearing on it, and the 

judge granted the motion." 

Judge Tolle could not be reached Friday night for comment about Mr. Mulder's proposal for 

another venue change. 

Earlier Friday, Judge Tolle said an 11th-hour change in lawyers would have no effect on the start 

of jury selection. He also said he would not allow Ms. Routier to keep her three court-appointed 

attorneys if she hired Mr. Mulder. "It's either them or him," the judge said. 

Mr. Mulder said he would file a motion Monday morning to replace the court-appointed lawyers, 

Doug Parks, Wayne Huff and Blake Withrow. They could not be reached for comment Friday 

night. 

Routier family members said they were very pleased that Mr. Mulder agreed to try the case. 



"We think the attorneys that are on the case are very good, but we think Doug Mulder is the 

best," said a family member who asked not to be named because of the gag order. "He knows she 

is innocent, and he knows he can prove it." 

Mr. Mulder - who first won public attention two decades ago as the top assistant in the Dallas 

County district attorney's office - made national headlines in 1993 when he successfully 

defended Walker Railey. Mr. Railey, former pastor at Dallas' First United Methodist Church, 

was charged with trying to kill his wife. 

The change in counsel comes after the release of lab results on a blood-stained sock found 

several doors from Ms. Routier's home on June 6, the day her young sons were slain. Preliminary 

forensics tests indicate that skin deposits containing Ms. Routier's DNA were inside the sock, 

sources close to the investigation said. 

Further tests are needed to determine whether the tissue found in the sock is Ms. Routier's skin, 

but a source close to the prosecution said the initial results appear to link the sock to Ms. Routier. 

Last week, investigation sources revealed that DNA tests had shown that the sock contained 

blood from both of Ms. Routier's dead sons - Damon, 5, and Devon, 6. 

Family members and experts said at the time that the bloodstains supported her contention that 

an intruder killed the boys and attacked her. They said the new evidence doesn't change 

anything. 

"Who is to say, if the murderer used her knife, why wouldn't he use one of her socks to cover his 

hand," said LuAnn Black, Ms. Routier's aunt. "If he had his hands on her, then her skin cells 

would be on the sock." 

Meanwhile, the judge in the custody case involving Ms. Routier's surviving child ordered that 

her husband, Darin, undergo a psychological evaluation before he can get unsupervised visits 

with the boy. The child, Drake, turned 1 on Friday. 

Mr. Routier, who has steadfastly proclaimed his wife's innocence, told police that he was upstairs 

with Drake at the time of the slayings. 

Mr. Routier's parents have custody of Drake and are seeking a permanent custody agreement. 

Mr. Routier is entitled to supervised visits with Drake but could be granted unsupervised visits 

next month after the judge reviews the psychological exam, attorneys said. 

Mr. Routier said he wishes Drake could have spent his first birthday with his mother. 

"It is not a good way to spend it, without his mother, but we need to go on," Mr. Routier said. "I 

hope someday we will be able to explain this to him." 

To gain custody of their son, Darlie and Darin Routier will have to petition the court. Mr. Routier 

said he expects a battle even if his wife is acquitted. 

"Unless the killer is found, there is going to be an ongoing battle," Mr. Routier said. 



Ms. Routier, who had been held in the Lew Sterrett Justice Center in Dallas since her arrest June 

18, was transferred to the Kerr County Jail in Kerrville on Thursday. 

She has told police that she and the boys were attacked by an intruder, who fled through the 

garage. According to the arrest warrant, investigators found no blood in the garage, on the garage 

window or on the backyard fence. 

The garage window sills had layers of dust, and the mulch on the flower beds between the garage 

and the backyard gate was undisturbed, according to the arrest warrant. 

Family members said Ms. Routier was arrested because of pressure to solve the case quickly. 

They say an intruder could easily have escaped through the window without disturbing dust on 

the sill or mulch on the ground. 

Ms. Routier said she found the murder weapon on the utility room floor, but investigators found 

no blood splatters or other marks consistent with the dropping of a bloody knife. 

Investigators also say they found no appreciable blood on the couch where Ms. Routier said she 

was stabbed. They suggest that she inflicted her wounds while standing at the kitchen sink. 


