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KERRVILLE - As Darlie Lynn Routier sat in a chilly courtroom Friday morning awaiting the 

fifth day of her capital murder trial, a 14-month-old boy with big blue eyes was charming 

spectators just outside the open door.  

The 27-year-old Rowlett woman didn't seem to notice the outside chatter surrounding her 

surviving son, Drake. But then, Routier hasn't been allowed to see Drake since she was accused 

of stabbing to death her other two sons, Damon, 5, and Devon, 6, last June.  

Jurors didn't see the boy or his mother's failure to recognize his presence. Yet, the first week's 

witnesses have repeatedly told the jury that at the time of the murders, Routier showed little of 

the usual emotion displayed by grieving mothers.  

For the most part, the seven women and five men on the jury, many wearing western clothes and 

winter coats in the underheated courthouse, have seen a pensive, quiet young woman.  

In court, Routier is devoid of the makeup, manicured nails, jewelry and carefully coiffed, fluffy 

blond hair that seemed to define her in family photos. Her once platinum hair is darker and 

straighter. The rings she used to wear on every finger are gone.  

Routier has broken down only when autopsy photographs of her sons were first shown and when 

prosecutors played her 911 call on the night of June 6.  

Her lawyers consider the testimony of the two doctors and five nurses - who have consistently 

recounted the woman's lack of emotion - as damaging. Her attorneys unsuccessfully sought a 

mistrial on grounds that the medical personnel met en masse with prosecutors on Tuesday to 

review their testimony.  

State District Judge Mark Tolle, a no-nonsense type with a slight resemblance to actor Walter 

Matthau, found nothing wrong in the prep session. But Routier's supporters call the nurses liars 

and consider the meeting as evidence of misconduct.  

"She (Routier) has been more consistent than they are," Routier's mother, Darlie Kee, said of the 

Dallas medical staff who treated Routier the night of the murders. Kee insists jurors will see a 

different picture when the defense presents its case.  

What the jurors haven't heard, for the most part, is Routier's side of the story.  



Although many versions of her account have emerged from police, doctors and nurses, the young 

woman's basic contention is that she was stabbed by the same unknown killer who attacked her 

boys.  

Neither she nor her husband has previously speculated on what motive might cause someone to 

break into their home in a pleasant, suburban neighborhood and attack two little boys, who were 

sleeping with their mother in front of the television.  

So far, Routier's husband, Darin, has not been seen nor heard. Because he may be called as a 

defense witness, he has been kept out of the courtroom. According to testimony, he rushed 

downstairs after hearing his wife's screams and attempted to revive one of his sons.  

Darin Routier's mother, Sarilda Routier of Lubbock, said her son came to Kerrville at the start of 

the trial, but he has since returned to Dallas. "He was just walking the (hotel) room, pacing and 

crying," she said.  

Sarilda Routier has custody of 14-month-old Drake, and it was she who brought him to the 

courthouse for her visit with lawyers Friday.  

Relatives and friends have been in the courtroom each day, vowing to give Darlie a ride home 

when she is acquitted. The trial is being held here because of extensive publicity in Dallas.  

More than a dozen Kerrville retirees have joined the courthouse throng, passing the time by 

taking in the legal developments of a sad and hideous story that has drawn a score of reporters 

and writers, some of whom plan books.  

As the first week drew to a close, the focus of the trial moved back to the crime scene.  

Bryan Koschak, one of three paramedics who rushed to the Routier home, said 6-year-old Devon 

showed no signs of life. His face, Koschak said, had a look of "surprise, kind of like, `Help me!' 

"  

Koschak said the scene was so traumatic the rescuers immediately summoned their chaplain.  

Jack Kolbie, who treated Damon, said the boy was face down on the living room floor with stab 

wounds to his back.  

When he rolled the boy over, Kolbie said, "He gasped for air. That was his final breath."  

The boy's mother stayed several paces away, he said, and didn't move as he carried the lifeless 

boy to an ambulance.  

A sock with a spot of blood on it found in an alley three houses from the Routier home was 

introduced as evidence. But its significance was left unexplained.  



Jurors went home for the weekend with a more graphic image: the blood-drenched white T-shirt 

the young mother was wearing when police arrived.  


