
capital murder trial of Darlie 
Routier.

FATAL MISTAKES?
If Bevel’s incriminating tes-

timony against Routier was 
wrong - as two other blood 
spatter experts believe it was - 
there were a series of seeming 
missteps that compounded the 
damage, putting Routier on a 
collision course with the state’s 
needle.

Routier and family members 
say they were overwhelmed 
when Routier’s young sons, 
Devon and Damon, were 
stabbed to death in the family’s 
home. The family quickly be-
came entangled in a web of law 
enforcement and media.

The sensational crime oc-
curred shortly before 2:30 a.m. 
on June 6, 1996. Darlie Routi-
er, who sustained cuts to her 
shoulder, arm and throat, had 
been sleeping on a nearby sofa 
in the family’s downstairs liv-
ing room while Devon, 6, and 
Damon, 5, slept on the floor in 
front of the television. Darin 
Routier and baby Drake were 
asleep upstairs. Darlie Routier 
claimed she had awakened to 
an attack from an unknown 
intruder, who fled through the 
utility room to the garage.

Within minutes of being sum-
moned to the scene by Rowlett 
police, crime scene investigator 
James Cron said he determined 
that the murders had been an 
inside job. Attention was quick-
ly focused on Darlie Routier, 
and she was arrested days after 
the boys’ funeral. She and fam-
ily members claim that police 
never thoroughly investigated 
other possibilities, even though 
several neighbors had reported 
seeing a suspicious black car 

near the family’s home on sev-
eral occasions just prior to the 
murders.

After her arrest, Routier was 
given two court-appointed at-
torneys, Doug Parks and Wayne 
Huff. Friends advised the family 
that the court-appointed law-
yers should be replaced with 
a high-powered attorney with 
a reputation for winning big 
cases.

At that time in Dallas, there 
was perhaps no lawyer with a 
bigger reputation than Doug 
Mulder. Three years earlier, 
Mulder had won a stunning 
courtroom victory - an acquittal 
for Dallas pastor Walker Railey, 
accused in the attack that had 
left his wife, Peggy, comatose. 
That case, too, had made na-
tional headlines and, as with 
Routier, public opinion was 
strong that Railey was guilty.

Convinced that Mulder was 
the man who would save her 
daughter, Routier’s mother, 
Darlie Kee, scraped together 
$94,000 to hire him.

“We got money from every-
body that we possibly could,” 
Kee said.

The deal that Kee and her son-
in-law allegedly cut with Mulder 
may have ultimately helped seal 
Darlie Routier’s fate.

As part of the alleged bargain, 
Mulder agreed to deviate from 
Parks’ and Huff’s defense strat-
egy in one key area: he would 
not raise reasonable doubt for 
Routier by casting suspicion on 
the only other adult known to 
have been in the house when 
the attacks occurred: Darin.

The alleged agreement to pro-
tect Darin is detailed in the writ 
of habeas corpus filed as part 
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The defense calls
Terry Laber 

“Revisiting Routier: Was Darlie 
unjustly convicted?” is a series 
underwritten by the Hood Coun-
ty News and offered to newspa-
pers across the state through the 
Texas Center for Community 
Journalism.Was Darlie

unjustly convicted?

Routier
Revisited

 | HCN UNDERWRITING
 STATEWIDE SERIES

BLOOD EVIDENCE: Forensics expert Tom Bevel testi� ed for the prosecution in the 
capital murder trial of Darlie Routier, and said that spots of blood on Routier’s 
nightshirt were “cast-o� ” spatters caused by her plunging a knife into her two sons. 
Bevel has since been connected to several wrongful convictions. Forensics expert 
Terry Laber, who was prepared to testify for the defense but was never put on the 
stand, said there was nothing to indicate that Routier committed the murders for 
which she was sent to death row.
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Forensics expert Terry Laber 
was poised to challenge the 
state’s expert blood spatter wit-
ness -- a man whose credibility 
has since come under question. 
But Darlie Routier’s lead defense 
attorney never called him to 
testify. Fifteen years after a jury 
sentenced Routier to die, the 
public can read the viewpoint 
the jury never got to hear.

BY KATHY CRUZ
TEXAS CENTER FOR COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

In August of 1996, as Darlie 
Routier sat in a jail cell at 
the Lew Sterrett Justice 
Center in Dallas, former 

Fort Worth cop Warren Horinek 
went on trial in Tarrant County 
for allegedly killing his wife 
with a .38-caliber handgun - a 
charge he denied.

Even though problems with 
alcohol led to him leaving the 
force and there were claims that 
he was abusive to his wife, the 
key players in Bonnie Horinek’s 
death investigation believed Ho-
rinek’s story that it was she who 
had pulled the trigger. Even the 
Tarrant County district attor-
ney’s office believed that the 
evidence supported Horinek’s 
version of the events, and re-
fused to seek an indictment.

But Bonnie’s parents believed 
otherwise. They hired an attor-
ney, and the attorney convinced 
a grand jury to issue an indict-
ment against Horinek. He was 
taken to trial on circumstantial 
evidence.

The jury foreman said that 
the jurors were going to acquit 
Horinek - until they heard from 
the state’s final witness, accord-
ing to the Texas Observer and 
CNN. The jury sentenced Ho-
rinek to 30 years in prison, the 
media reports said, because of 
the testimony of a lone forensic 
expert.

That forensic expert, Tom 
Bevel, has since been linked to 
several wrongful convictions, or 
to convictions that are widely 
questioned - like Horinek’s.

“I’m troubled that (Bevel’s) 
was the only testimony that led 
to this conviction,” blood spat-
ter specialist Anita Zannin of 
Syracuse University told CNN’s 
Gary Tuchman about the Ho-
rinek case.

Bevel’s testimony in that trial 
is under scrutiny by others as 
well. Just days after the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram published 
a story in early October about 
lingering questions in the case 
and a pending ruling on Ho-
rinek’s writ of habeas corpus, 
Bevel told the Texas Center for 
Community Journalism (TCCJ) 
that he stands behind his testi-
mony that specks of blood on 
Horinek’s T-shirt prove he was 
in the room that night when the 
fatal shot was fired.

Other authorities believe the 
specks got there when Horinek 
frantically attempted CPR on 
his dying wife as he simultane-
ously communicated with a 911 
operator. A still-alive Bonnie 
can be heard moaning on the re-
cording, as her husband pleads 
for help.

Shortly after Horinek was 
convicted and sent to prison, 
Bevel, a sought-after trial wit-
ness whose home base is Okla-
homa City, traveled to Kerrville, 
Texas.

He had been hired to tes-
tify for the prosecution in the 

Forensics expert disagrees with state’s 
version of events in Routier case

When you’ve searched the rest,

 search the best.

Find the best businesses in
Hood County, right at your 
fi ngertips. Search hours,
products, maps, coupons & more.

4ote Gary CouCh
for City CounCil plaCe 3

Political advertising paid for by Gary Couch for City Council, Walter Hardin III, Treasurer, 1106 Canvasback Drive, Granbury 76048

THE PAST THREE YEARS
JUST THE FACTS PLEASE

1.) The gateway to our city is an UnFiniSHEd, bod, boAT doCk 
EYESoRE that greets every new visitor.  I will see that they   that greets every new visitor.  I will see that they  
are finished.

2.) oPERA HoUSE REnovATion – Feb 7th, 2012 - My opponent voted 
against a $700,000 gift from the community to purchase an 
adjacent building to the Opera House. This and other pledges 
would have kept renovation costs within the bond amount and 
would have provided a Visitors Center on the square. This would 
have promoted all businesses and attractions in Granbury, 
while encouraging community involvement, commitment, and 
volunteerism. 

September 20th, 2011 – My opponent votes to approve 
the demolition of the historical storage building, the 
“quonset hut” before there were completed drawings or 
a final renovation cost. The Opera House interior was also 
demolished the summer of 2012 without final plans or costs.

October 16th, 2012 – My opponent votes to approve 
$2.2 million to renovate the Opera House. This represents 
$1 million over the bond amount and an additional $343,000 
that had already been approved, totaling $2,543,000.

3.) No resolution/solutions to CiTY ELECTRiC RATES that are 40% 
higher than other providers.  If we can’t provide competitive 
rates to our citizens then we need to get out of the business.

4.) We must respect our city charter and CiTY mAnAgER FoRm
oF govERnmEnT. Council members must resist the . Council members must resist the 

temptation to be involved in the day to day temptation to be involved in the day to day temptation to be involved in the day to day 
operations. When this happens it underoperations. When this happens it underoperations. When this happens it undermines the 
authority of the city manager. In respecting the authority of the city manager. In respecting the authority of the city manager. In respecting the 
intent of our city manager form of government intent of our city manager form of government intent of our city manager form of government 
we can end the delay, postponements and we can end the delay, postponements and we can end the delay, postponements and 
political theater so often witnessed at city hall.political theater so often witnessed at city hall.political theater so often witnessed at city hall.

20 YEARYEAR RESidEnT And bUSinESSmAn in gRAnbURY

mEmbERER o oF - Granbury Planning & Zoning Commission; 
SaveLakeGranbury.org; Granbury Theatre SaveLakeGranbury.org; Granbury Theatre SaveLakeGranbury.org; Granbury Theatre 

Company, Board of Directors; Preserve Granbury; Company, Board of Directors; Preserve Granbury; Company, Board of Directors; Preserve Granbury; 
Lake Granbury Area Chamber of Commerce.Lake Granbury Area Chamber of Commerce.Lake Granbury Area Chamber of Commerce.

For Your Health

November 2012 Community Calendar

Upcoming EVEnTS
Weight Loss Surgery Seminar 
Thursday, November 1 • 6-7 p.m.
LGMC Second Floor Conference Room
Presented by Bradley Hart, M.D., Ph.D. 
Call 817-579-3978 to RSVP.

Weight Loss Support group 
Thursday, November 1 • 7-8 p.m.
LGMC Second Floor Conference Room

orthopedic options for Knees,  
Hips & Shoulders: 
Helping bring motion back in your life and ease pain
Tuesday, November 13 • 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 5 • 7:30-8:30 a.m.
LGMC Second Floor Conference Room 
Call 817-408-3237 to RSVP.

Tickets on Sale now!
6th Anniversary Event and Expo 
Saturday, November 3 at GHS 
FREE Vendor Expo: 10 a.m.-Noon 
Lunch: Noon-1 p.m. 
Keynote Speaker Abby Rike: 1-2 p.m. 
For ticket information, call 817-579-2955 or visit 
GranburyHealthyWoman.com.

childbirth class 
Saturday, November 3 • 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Labor warning signs, labor and delivery process, 
comfort measures, postpartum care, and a tour of 
the Women’s Services Center. 
Complimentary class.  
Register at 817-579-2969.

Babies delivered at LGMC last month: 51 

WEEKLy EVEnTS
mon: Chair Exercises • 10 a.m.
 Yoga • 11 a.m.
 Mah Jongg • 1 p.m.
Tue:  Walk, Quail Park • 8:30 a.m.
Wed:  Bridge with Carol • 12:30 p.m.*
Thur:  Walk, Quail Park • 8:30 a.m.
 Active Mind, Quail Park • 9 a.m.
 Chair Exercises • 10 a.m.
 Yoga • 11 a.m.
 Games • 1 p.m.

noVEmBER EVEnTS
nov. 1  Dallas Arboretum featuring 

”Chihuly Glass”* 
nov. 2 Bridge with Vera, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.*
nov. 7 Breakfast at Blue Stone Café, 8 a.m.
nov. 9  Book Club, 10:30 a.m.*
nov. 13 Winstar Trip, 8 a.m.*
nov. 14 January Winstar Registration*
 Free Health Screenings, 7:30-10 a.m.*
nov. 16  Thanksgiving Luncheon at 

Church of Christ, 11:30 a.m.*
nov. 21 Quilting with Debbie, 10 a.m.
nov. 22  Happy Thanksgiving! 

Senior Circle Office Closed
nov. 23  Senior Circle Office Closed
nov. 27  Senior Living, 11 a.m.*
nov. 28  Rockettes*
nov. 30  Brunch, 10 a.m.

* RSVp to Senior circle at 817-579-2979
All events are located at  
The Pavilion, 1312 Paluxy Road,  
unless otherwise noted.

E.R. 
30-Minutes- 

or-Less  
Service Pledge

LakeGranburyMedicalCenter.com
Find-A-Physician: 817-578-8900

65764_LAKE_NovCal_5_75x10sp.indd   1 10/24/12   9:13 AM
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A PERMANENT SCAR: Darlie Routier’s throat still 
bears the scar from June 6, 1996, when she said an 
unknown intruder attacked her and her two sons as 
they slept in the living room of the family’s Rowlett 

home. Routier’s attorney, Stephen Cooper of Dallas, 
said prosecutors told the jury that her injury was “su-
per� cial,” twisting doctors’ meaning that the injury 
did not kill her.

LIFESAVER? This necklace had to be surgically removed 
from Darlie Routier’s slashed throat, according to testi-
mony at her capital murder trial. Medical professionals 
said the cut missed her carotid artery by two millimeters, 
and that, had the artery been cut, she would have bled to 
death within minutes.

COURTESY 

COURTESY 

DISPUTED: Expert challenges state’s witness, Tom Bevel
FROM PAGE 5A
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HOMICIDAL MOTHER? A smiling Darlie Routier poses with sons Devon (left) and Da-
mon. She is on death row, accused of fatally stabbing the boys in the early morning 
hours of June 6, 1996. Police and prosecutors claimed she staged her own injuries 
and fabricated a story about an intruder.

COURTESY 

of Routier’s appeals process. 
The writ refers to affidavits by 
Kee and Darin Routier claim-
ing that there had been such an 
agreement. “As a result of this 
promise, Darin and Kee asked 
Mulder to represent Ms. Routier 
at trial,” the writ states.

Mulder denies that there was 
any such arrangement.

“In fact, (implicating Darin) 
was the first thing that made 
sense to me,” he said. “But 
(Darlie) was adamant in her 
position that she saw the man 
from the back and that it wasn’t 
her husband. I couldn’t pursue 
it on my own.”

Parks later signed a sworn 
affidavit confirming that his 
defense strategy had been to 
implicate Darin in the crime. 
He also stated for the record 
that he had conveyed to Mulder 
that he felt that Mulder had a 
conflict of interest with Darin 
stemming from his representa-
tion of him when Darin and Kee 
had been accused of violating a 
gag order.

Kee explained why protect-
ing her son-in-law had been 
part of the deal she claims was 
made with Mulder: “I saw what 
the justice system was doing to 
Darlie,” she said. “And I didn’t 
want it happening to another 
family member.”

Darin Routier has denied any 
involvement in the murders 
of his children. However, in 
July 2002 - five years after his 
wife was sent to death row - he 
signed a sworn affidavit admit-
ting that in the months before 
the murders, he told “multiple 
people” that he wanted some-
one to burglarize the family’s 
home as part of an insurance 
scam. He further stated in 
the affidavit that Mulder had 
agreed not to implicate him as 
part of his defense of Darlie.

Another key error may have 
occurred when Parks and Huff 
were booted. The pair had en-
listed forensics and crime scene 
experts Terry Laber and Bart Ep-
stein of the Minnesota Bureau 
of Criminal Apprehension. The 
men flew to Texas, where they 
examined evidence, met with 
Rowlett police investigators and 
inspected the Routier home.

Prosecutors with the Dal-
las County District Attorney’s 
office were preparing to claim 
in Routier’s upcoming capital 
murder trial that the injuries 
she incurred had been self-in-
flicted - a ruse to disguise the 
fact that it was she who had 
killed the children.

Laber and Epstein came to a 
different conclusion.

Laber, whose early career 
involved investigating the infa-
mous Jeffrey MacDonald mur-
der case, said he met with Mul-
der to discuss his and Epstein’s 
findings. He said it was the last 
time he ever heard from Routi-
er’s lead defense attorney.

“They had already paid us 
several thousand dollars to do 
the work,” Laber said, referring 

to the court-appointed team. 
“Having us come testify would 
have been a day’s travel and a 
day of testimony - like $4,000, 
something like that.”

This, too, is something Mul-
der disputes. He said that he 
paid Laber himself, and that 
Laber wasn’t particularly coop-
erative.

“I didn’t think they brought 
anything to the party,” he said 
of Laber and Epstein, adding 
that the two wouldn’t have 
known ahead of time what Bev-
el’s testimony would be.

But Stephen Cooper, a Dallas 
attorney who has been repre-
senting Routier in her appeals, 
isn’t buying it.

“There were a bunch of things 
that the Mulder defense team 
didn’t follow up on,” he said. 
“It’s basic trial dynamics to 
refute the state’s evidence. To 
say that they didn’t know what 
Bevel was going to say, well, you 
will never know what the state’s 
expert is going to say until they 
testify. Part of being a defense 
attorney is being prepared for 
the what-ifs.”

Cooper also noted that Mul-
der and other members of the 
defense team had met with 
Bevel prior to the start of the 
trial. When Bevel made claims 
from the witness stand that 
the defense team believed was 
counter to what he had said in 
the meeting, the defense team’s 
investigator, Lloyd Harrell, was 
put on the stand, but without 
the jury present. The judge 
ruled that Harrell would not 
be allowed to testify before the 
jury about what Bevel had alleg-
edly said in the pre-trial meet-
ing because Harrell had been in 
the courtroom during other wit-
ness testimony.

Laber said that, while he was 
never told why he did not hear 
from Mulder after that meet-
ing, he has seen lawyers scrap 
expert testimony as a way to 
save money, thinking they can 
cover adequate ground through 
cross-examination of the state’s 
witnesses.

“That’s exactly what hap-
pened (in an Ohio case),” he 
said. “They didn’t want to 
spend the money. It was more 
(money) for them. I know it has 
been a reason in other cases.”

Whatever Mulder’s reasons, 
the two forensics experts from 
Minnesota did not appear in the 
courtroom at the Kerr County 
courthouse.

Bevel, however, did.

SAME CRIME, DIFFERENT FINDINGS
When Bevel took the stand in 

Routier’s capital murder trial 
in January 1997, he provided 
painstaking detail about his de-
ductions regarding bloodstains 
and a staged crime scene.

He told the TCCJ that he con-
tinues to stand by his testimony 
in that trial.

Under questioning by pros-
ecutor Greg Davis, Bevel had 
stated that blood stains on 
Routier’s Victoria Secret night-
shirt were “consistent with” 
cast-off blood spatter that likely 
occurred as she plunged a knife, 
again and again, into the bodies 
of her little boys.

Bevel told the TCCJ that “cast-
off” stains on the front and 
back of Routier’s nightshirt in-
dicated that she could not have 
been lying on the couch when 
her sons were attacked, as she 
had claimed. He was travelling 
to give scheduled testimony in a 
trial, but responded via email to 
the TCCJ’s inquiries.

“In experiments ... I have only 
been able to create consistent 
stains in a stabbing motion with 
a bloody knife held in the right 
hand,” Bevel wrote. “This is 
consistent with what I found on 
the front and back of Darlie’s 
gown.”

Laber disagrees.
“First off, there’s not enough 

to say it was cast-off, and it 
doesn’t make sense that (the 
boys’ blood) would be mixed 
with her blood if it was cast-off. 
The pattern wasn’t sufficient to 
say it was cast-off,” Laber said. 
“Second of all, it was a mix-
ture of all three people’s blood 
mixed together.”

Laber said that some of the 
blood stains “could have gotten 
there from paramedics, or when 
they (Darin and Darlie) were try-
ing to treat their children.”

“Just the implication that it 
was cast-off shouldn’t even 
have been made,” Laber contin-
ued. “I didn’t think there was 
anything on Darlie’s (nightshirt) 
that indicated that she was in-
volved.”

As for Routier’s claims that 
she had been lying on the sofa 
asleep when the attacks oc-
curred, Laber said: “There was 
an implication that there wasn’t 
enough blood on the couch to 
substantiate that that’s where 
(the attack) happened. There 
was blood on the couch. The 
wounds are in front, so her shirt 
is going to absorb all of that. 
There was all sorts of dripping 
blood and handprints - all sorts 
of blood in that living room.”

Evidence photos of the front 
of Routier’s nightshirt indicate 
that it was almost completely 
blood soaked.

“If she’s stabbed, she gets up. 
There’s blood all over there, 
but it’s just not right where she 
was laying,” Laber said. “That 
doesn’t bother me. What both-
ers me is that somebody would 
say she wasn’t there.”

The slash across Routier’s 
throat missed her carotid ar-
tery by two millimeters and the 
necklace she was wearing had 
to be surgically removed from 
the wound, according to trial 
testimony.

As part of Routier’s alleged 
staging of the crime scene, 
Bevel gave detailed testimony 
regarding bloodstains on and 
under a vacuum cleaner.

In his email to the TCCJ, 
Bevel stated that there was 
blood evidence that should not 
have been there if the vacuum 
cleaner, as Routier claimed, had 
been knocked over by an intrud-
er. The writ of habeas corpus 
says that a bleeding and dizzy 
Routier had used the vacuum to 
steady herself.

“Bevel implied that that was 
staging of the crime scene - 
wheeling that thing around 
- which I didn’t understand at 
all,” Laber said. 

Debris consisting of micro-

It’s easy to blame the driver when a big 
rig is involved in a wreck, but the truth is 
usually much more complex. When trucking 
company management cuts corners in 
training, equipment and maintenance, the 
rest of us pay the price. If you or someone 
you love has been killed or injured in an 
18-wheeler truck wreck, call us today for 
professional insight.

18-Wheeler Wrecks EXPERIENCE 
COUNTS

Lawyers with more than 100 
years combined expertise.

1-800-460-0606
www.YourCarWreck.com

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certifi ed Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
CAMERON, TEXAS

southern kitchensouthern kitchen

NOW 
OPEN

Order your Thanksgiving Pies & Cakes NOW!
Pick Up Wednesday, Nov. 21 from 2-7PM

$20 Pies:
chocolate • coconut • chocolate peanut butter

apple • cherry • pumpkin • buttermilk • lemon chess
PecaN Pies - $25.00

italian cream cake & german chocolate cake - $50.00

817-573-1952
K88845

Thur-Sat 11AM-8PM
Sun 11AM-2PM

oteoteoteoteoteoteoteote
KEITHKEITH
TIPTON

Granbury City Council Place 5
No Nonsense...Just Common Sense

I will work with the City Council for the good of GranburyI will work with the City Council for the good of Granbury

I will work to lower your electricity ratesI will work to lower your electricity rates

I will promote tourism and improve Our Historic SquareI will promote tourism and improve Our Historic Square

I will work with City government to stop the B.R.A. From I will work with City government to stop the B.R.A. From 

        draining our lake

I WILL NOT RAISE YOUR TAXES OR WATER RATES

I believe in less government, less spending, and being 
prudent with taxpayer’s money. 

I am a family man and a businessman .

I would appreciate your VOTE!
Pd. pol. adv. by Keith Tipton, 420 W. Bridge St. Granbury, Tx. 76048

ONE DAY ONLY!
Saturday, Nov. 3rd
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us on

CELEBRATING 10 YEARSCELEBRATING 10 YEARS
Exclusive opportunity to 

purchase the 
10th Anniversary 

Event Figurine
‘Tis the Season to Celebrate’

Hurry!
Limited Quantity!

$33.95

B88607

Tickets  
on Sale  
Now!

A LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER RESOURCE 

Healthy Woman 6th Anniversary Event & Expo

For more information and tickets, call 817-579-2955 or visit GranburyHealthyWoman.com.

Made possible with generous support of the Hood County Hospital District Board.

Saturday, November 3 • 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
FREE Expo: 10 a.m. – Noon • Lunch: Noon – 1 p.m. • Keynote Speaker, Abby Rike: 1 – 2 p.m.

Granbury High School, 2000 W. Pearl Street • Lunch & Speaker, $15 • Speaker Only, $10

Abby Rike
Inspirational Speaker and Contestant  

on The Biggest Loser, Season 8

65037_LAKE_HWann_11_625x3sp.indd   1 9/26/12   10:26 AM



Linch’s affidavit reads, “such 
release constituted a grave er-
ror on the part of Darlie Routi-
er’s defense counsel.”

THE DIE IS CAST
If Routier is innocent, as she 

claims, then she could end up 
paying the ultimate price for 
things not within her control. 
What happened to her could 
conceivably happen to anyone. 
The following issues have sur-
faced since her conviction: 

■ The credibility of Bevel, 
the state’s lone blood spatter 
expert, has been called into 
question;

■ Routier’s then-husband 
admitted planning a burglary 

of their home, yet 
neither prosecu-
tors nor Routier’s 
defense attorney 
put him under the 
microscope; 

■ The defense 
put no witnesses 
on the stand to 
challenge Bevel, 

nor was an adequate level of 
DNA testing requested, accord-
ing to Routier’s appeals attor-
neys; 

■ A juror later expressed 
regret, stating that there were 
photos of Routier’s injuries 
that he never saw during the 
trial, and that he had felt co-
erced by other jurors to find 
her guilty; 

■ And the court reporter later 
acknowledged that she had lied 
to cover what she feared was 
a reversible error that would 
have gotten Routier a new trial.

The court reporter ultimately 
lost her license but was granted 
immunity from prosecution by 
the DA’s office, which would 
have had to retry Routier if she 
got a new trial.

None of these things have re-
sulted in a new trial for Routier 
or even, according to Kee, 
captured the attention of the 
current administration at the 
Dallas County District Attor-
ney’s office, which now boasts 
a conviction integrity unit.

“The system is completely 
rigged against somebody who 
has been convicted,” said Jeff 
Blackburn, founder of the In-
nocence Project of Texas. “The 
view of the system is to never 
question the conviction, and to 
stand behind it at all cost.”

Kathryn Kase, executive di-
rector of Texas Defender Ser-
vice, said that despite the fact 
that issues with Bevel did not 
surface until years after Routi-

er’s conviction, his testimony in 
her trial may be of little interest 
to the Texas courts. Kase said 
this is due largely to the Anti-
terrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act, signed by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton the same year 
Routier was charged with capi-
tal murder. The Act “tightened 
up the process for review of 
capital cases,” she said.

“If they (Routier’s appeals 
lawyers) didn’t get this stuff 
in the record early on, then 
they’re out of luck,” said Kase. 
“The number of people who are 
concerned about innocence is 
much smaller than the number 
of people who are concerned 
about the amount of time it’s 
taking to execute people on 
death row.”

Add to that bad news Mul-
der’s alleged ineffective assis-
tance of counsel that, according 
to Houston-area defense attor-
ney Richard Burr, is “broad and 
deep,” and there may be reason 
to question the level of justice 
within the Texas justice system.

Families that, like Routier’s, 
empty out retirement, savings 
and college fund accounts and 
hold estate sales in order to af-
ford an expensive lawyer have 
no guarantee that the lawyer 
will do everything possible on 
behalf of his or her client.

Since Routier’s 1997 trial, Ep-
stein and Laber have gone on to 
testify in many other cases. Ep-
stein said that their testimony 
would have been “favorable” to 
Routier, if only they had been 
summoned to testify.

“Any time someone is wrong-
fully convicted,” he said, “it’s a 
travesty.”

Toby Shook, a member of the 
prosecution team who is now 
in private practice in Dallas, 
said that the evidence against 
Routier was “overwhelming” 
and that he has no qualms 
about her someday being given 
an execution date. Of Bevel, he 
said: “I think Bevel’s testimony 
was fine. It’s been reviewed by 
the court.”

Although Laber retired in 
2000, he does consulting work 
and continues his research 
into the tricky science of blood 
spatter evidence. Currently, he 
is conducting a stain interpre-
tation study with the “top 30 
blood spatter people in the 
world.”

Tom Bevel is not one of them.

Kathy Cruz is a sta�  writer for The Hood County News in 
Granbury. She can be reached at kcruz@community-journalism.
net.

DISPUTED: Scene not staged, expert says
FROM PAGE 6A

Wednesday, October 31, 2012  Hood County News 7A
www.hcnews.com

SIGNS OF A STRUGGLE? This gash in Darlie Routier’s right arm required stitches. 
Prosecutors in the Dallas County District Attorney’s o�  ce said she did it to herself to 
hide the fact that it was she who killed her two young sons.

COURTESY

Routier

scopic rubber dust particles and 
a microscopic fiberglass rod 
fragment that were found on a 
knife from the Routier kitchen 
were consistent with material 
from a garage window screen 
that was found cut after the at-
tacks, according to prosecution 
witness Charlie Linch, who at 
that time worked for the South-
west Institute of Forensic Sci-
ences (SWIFS) in Dallas. Prose-
cutors said it was evidence that 
Routier had cut the screen in 
her staging of the crime scene.

Laber and Epstein said that 
the microscopic material could 
have easily been contamina-
tion carried by the fingerprint 
brushes since the screen was 
fingerprinted before the knife 
rack was, and before the micro-
scopic material was found. In 
addition, the experts said, there 
was nothing unique about the 
fiberglass rods that were found, 
and fingerprint brushes fre-
quently contain fiberglass rods.

In an affidavit signed by Linch 
in July 2002 -- the same day Da-
rin Routier signed his -- Linch 
stated that the butcher block 
and knives from the Routier 
house had been dusted for fin-
gerprints before they were pre-
sented to him for testing two 
days after the boys’ murders.

“That evidence was pretty 
flaky, but it was powerful evi-
dence in this case,” Laber said, 
referring to the impact on the 
jury.

Laber also disagrees with the 
state’s claim that Routier de-
liberately broke a wine glass to 
bolster her claim of a struggle.

“The wine glass was not 
thrown on the floor,” said 
Laber, adding that he and Ep-
stein broke “a number of those” 
when conducting tests. “It had 
to have been broken by being 
knocked out of the rack and hit-
ting something in the air before 
it hit the floor. There were glass 
shards that landed in an ice 
bucket on top of the table. (The 
shards) couldn’t have gotten 
that high from the glass hitting 
the floor.”

Laber said that he and Epstein 
have testified in a number of 
trials opposite Bevel, and that 
a dominant theme for Bevel is 
that a crime scene was “staged.”

“He’s always got this staging 
of the crime scene. And there 
have been all these cases where 
he’s been proven wrong,” Laber 
said. “All these implications add 
up that should never have been 
made, and I don’t know why 
people would make them unless 
they want to win the case. They 
want to get a conviction.”

Bevel said that he has been in-
volved in cases with Laber and 
Epstein 14 times and only four 
of those cases involved issues 
of staging. He told the TCCJ that 
staging was raised as an issue 
in only “.01%” of the more than 
3,000 cases he has worked.

That blood spatter experts 
can often have polar opposite 
views may highlight the fact 
that blood spatter analysis is 
far from an exact science, and 
testimony from only one such 
expert could unfairly imperil 
the accused.

Even Linch, who had testified 
for the state against Routier, in-
dicated as much in his affidavit.

“It is my professional opinion 
that if Bart Epstein and Terry 
Laber were released from their 
retention as expert witnesses 
for Darlie Routier’s defense,” 
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Stan Bowlin

Bonnie Chilcutt
Martie Rains

Yvonne Sailers
Jo Shaffer

Original Art, Giclee Original Art, Giclee 
Prints, Cards, 
Hand Painted 
Silk Scarves, 

Workshops & more!
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Mon-Th 10am - 5pm; Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am - 5pm; Sun 11am - 5pm

Open Later on Special Occasions Art Gallery & Studio
A88875

Girls and Boys K5 through 6th Grade

First Baptist Church
1851 Weatherford Hwy.

Granbury, TX 76048

Acton Baptist Church
3500 Fall Creek Highway

Granbury, TX 76049

BRING OR MAIL REGISTRATION TO:

League ScheduLe
Practices begins the week of:

January 7, 2013
First game:

January 12, 2013

Register at Church Office! (Between 8am-5pm M-F)

All children must attend one Evaluation/Orientation   

Early registration is 
going on now!
Basketball Cost $75

Cheerleading Cost $75
Late Registration

after Nov. 10 - $85

Saturday, November 3 - 1pm to 4pm 
Saturday, November 10 - 9am to 1pm

Tuesday, November 27 - 5:30pm to 7:30pm
Last day of Registration

FULL uniforms are included in registration cost

awards celebration:
Sunday, March 3, 2013

B88811

stclairdental@yahoo.com   www.granburydental.com

Come see us
at our

NEW LOCATION!
Open for patients Open for patients 

Tuesday, Oct. 23, 2012

2911 Fall Creek Highway2911 Fall Creek Highway2911 Fall Creek Highway
in Granbury

15% off
AppointmentsAppointments

between 10/23/12 and 12/31/12between 10/23/12 and 12/31/12between 10/23/12 and 12/31/12
Some restrictions apply.Some restrictions apply.Some restrictions apply.

Must present ad at time of appointment.Must present ad at time of appointment.Must present ad at time of appointment.

Quality, Name-
Brand Furniture 
at True Discount 

Prices!

LANE  AshLEy  BEst  MAyo  sErtA  s iMMoNs  VAughAN-BAssEtt

Custom-
Order

Console 
Love-
seat!

New Serta!
IN STOCK
StartS at:

Your Choice Firm or Pillowtop

(817)573-4578
2107 E. Hwy 377 in Granbury
Mon-Fri 9a-5:30p • Sat 9a-5p

LakeCountry
FurnitureTX.com

iComfort
All Foam w/ Gel
25 Year Warranty

120 Day In-Home Trial

LANE  Ash

Family OwNeD 
& OPeraTeD

FOr 25 years

Custom Orders Available

Platform 
Bed w/ 
Drawer 
Storage

New Serta!
IN STOCK

(817)573-4578

$499 Queen Set   |  $699 King Set
Custom Orders Available

K
88

87
3

Furniture & Mattress HeadquartersFurniture & Mattress Headquarters

Fall iNveNTOry

reDucTiON sale

Pub 
Table &

Bar 
Stools

CHECKING 
THESE VITAL SIGNS 

CAN SAVE A LIFE.
Drive FRIENDLY. Drive SAFE.

Slow down & watch for detours in work zones.
On highways, know the posted speed & drive to 
road conditions. And always watch for cyclists & 
pedestrians. Thanks, you’re a lifesaver.


