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DALLAS - More than 100 people were summoned to a Kerrville courtroom as jury selection 

is scheduled to begin today in the trial of a Dallas-area woman accused of fatally stabbing 

two of her sons.  

Darlie Routier, who is charged with capital murder, has steadfastly maintained that an 

intruder broke into the family's Rowlett home June 6 and killed her 5-year-old and 6-year-old 

sons while they slept in the living room.  

She said the attacker slashed her neck and shoulder before fleeing through the garage.  

Darlie Routier's husband, Darin, told police he was sleeping upstairs with the couple's infant 

son, Drake, at the time of the slayings.  

Police allege there was no intruder and that the 26-year-old homemaker wounded herself to 

cover the crime. They also say that evidence does not support Darlie Routier's story.  

""We had a crime scene that was talking to us on its own, telling us that what Mrs. Routier 

was telling us didn't happen that way," Rowlett police Sgt. Dean Poos said last summer.  

Investigators said they found no blood in the garage, on the garage window or on the 

backyard gate, according to an arrest warrant. Window sills had a layer of dust, and mulch on 

the flower beds between the garage and gate was undisturbed, the warrant said.  

Family members contend an intruder could have escaped through the window without 

disturbing the dust or mulch.  

They also point to a bloodstained sock found near the Routier home as possible proof of 

Darlie Routier's innocence.  

DNA tests on the sock reportedly showed that the garment contained blood from the brothers, 

Devon and Damon, as well as DNA from their mother.  

""There are so many things, the sock, also many other things that will come up that will show 

Darlie has been telling the truth," said Sandy Aitken, the accused woman's aunt.  

Jury selection is expected to last several weeks, with potential panelists showing up today to 

fill out questionnaires. Voir dire in the case, which could result in the death penalty, is 

tentatively set for next week, and testimony isn't expected until early January.  



That timetable may change because the suspect's family reportedly has hired a new attorney, 

Doug Mulder, to replace a team of court-appointed attorneys. Mulder said he wants the trial 

moved back to Dallas.  

""It can be tried here, and it should be tried here," Mulder told the Dallas Morning 

News.""The defendant wants to be tried here."  

Mulder successfully defended Walker Railey, former pastor of the First United Methodist 

Church of Dallas, on charges that he tried to kill his wife.  

State District Judge Mark Tolle, who moved the trial to Kerrville at Darlie Routier's request 

because of pretrial publicity, said Sunday that Mulder has not taken over the case and that he 

was proceeding as scheduled.  

""Mr. Mulder is not the lead attorney as of now. If he's going to do this, he must appear here 

(this) morning and file a motion to substitute counsel," Tolle said.  

""There will be a hearing on it, and I will either grant it or deny it."  

Mulder would have to file another motion for change of venue if he takes over the case, the 

judge said.  

Mulder did not immediately return telephone calls from The Associated Press on Sunday.  


