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KERRVILLE - Darlie Routier is a vain status-seeker who was driven to murder her two 

young sons when her looks and lavish lifestyle started to crumble under financial and family 

pressures, a prosecutor said Monday as the Rowlett homemaker's capital murder trial began.  

"The real Darlie Lynn Routier is a self-centered woman, a materialistic woman, a woman 

cold enough, in fact, to murder her own children," Dallas County Assistant District Attorney 

Greg Davis said in opening statements.  

If convicted in last June's stabbing deaths of Devon, 6, and Damon, 5, Routier could face 

death by injection. Her case was moved here from suburban Dallas because of pretrial 

publicity.  

Routier, a 27-year-old mother of three, grimaced when grisly autopsy photographs of Devon 

were shown to jurors soon after testimony began Monday. Her defense lawyer renewed 

Routier's claim of innocence and her assertion that she and the boys were attacked by an 

unknown intruder June 6 as her husband, Darin, and surviving son Drake slumbered upstairs 

in their comfortable home.  

In his opening statement, prosecutor Davis said Routier had grown accustomed to luxuries, 

including a costly house near Lake Ray Hubbard; expensive jewelry, clothes and vehicles; a 

cabin cruiser; and vacations, after she and her husband moved to Dallas County from their 

hometown of Lubbock about five years ago.  

Davis said Darin Routier's high-tech company prospered at first but struggled in recent years. 

The couple faced massive debts as their family grew to include the infant son, Davis said.  

He added that the couple was down to less than $2,000 in cash when, five days before the 

killings, a $5,000 loan application was rejected. That circumstance, combined with the 

defendant's frustration over her inability to lose weight after the birth of her third son, may 

have pushed her over the edge, the prosecutor said.  

But defense lawyer Richard C. Mosty said Routier was prematurely targeted by Rowlett 

police, who failed to seek other suspects or find "the true murderer still on the streets."  

"This lady's life focused around the children," Mosty said, insisting that there was no way a 

"doting mother" could so suddenly turn into "a psychotic killer."  

Mosty said a sock containing the blood of the two boys was found about 75 yards away from 

the Routier home in an alley, and a neighbor reported seeing a black car at the Routier home 

that night, but it was gone by the time police arrived.  



But Davis said he would prove it was Darlie Routier who plunged an 8-inch serrated chef's 

knife into her two sons and tried to hide her guilt by manipulating the evidence.  

Dallas County medical examiners testified that Devon was stabbed twice in the chest and 

bled to death as blood filled his lungs. Two lesser wounds, one each to an arm and leg, also 

were described. Damon died similarly from four stab wounds to the back, medical examiners 

said.  

At the insistence of prosecutors, Routier showed the seven-woman, five-man jury her own 

stab wounds, gingerly removing a scarf to reveal a nearly 2-inch scar at the base of her neck 

and pulling back the shoulder of her dress to expose a second gash.  

A forensic pathologist testified that both wounds could have been self-inflicted.  

Davis said laboratory evidence will prove the knife used to cut through a window screen was 

found later in a knife-holder in Routier's kitchen. That would conflict with her claim that the 

assailant cut his way into the home and stabbed the boys, then her, as they slept next to their 

big-screen television.  

Testimony in the case, expected to last at least two weeks, resumes today.  


