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ROWLETT - The home where it all happened is empty now, stripped of its bloody carpet, 

slashed window screen and other crucial evidence from the night, seven months ago, when 

terror struck this prosperous Dallas suburb.  

Gone, too, are the everyday people who lived in the house, a family decimated by either a 

killer still at large or a young mother.  

Life goes on in the middle-class neighborhood around the vacant brick house at 5801 Eagle 

Drive, offering no easy hints to explain the puzzling events surrounding the stabbing deaths 

of 6-year-old Devon Rush Routier and his 5-year-old brother, Damon Christian Routier, on 

June 6.  

This much is certain: Facing two capital murder charges is their mother, Darlie Lynn Routier, 

who turned 27 on Saturday and goes on trial in Kerrville on Monday. Her case was moved to 

the Hill Country because of extensive publicity in Dallas. Conviction could result in the death 

penalty or life imprisonment for Routier (pronounced roo-TEER).  

Police and forensic witnesses are expected to portray Routier as a troubled woman who - 

despite a reputation as an exemplary homemaker - was despondent at the time of the murders, 

showed no remorse after taking her two sons' lives and stabbed herself to cover up the crime.  

But Routier's defenders, including attorneys and family members, will argue that she is a 

loving and doting mom, a victim not only of an unknown attacker but of inept police who 

framed her in their haste to solve a horrendous crime that drew national attention.  

"My support for Darlie is stronger than ever. I know she didn't do it. Every fiber in me says 

this girl didn't do it," Sarilda Routier, the defendant's mother-in-law, said last week.  

Citing a gag order that bars them from discussing the case, neither side's lawyers would 

comment about the case. But previous statements and court documents suggest that the trial 

in Kerrville, expected to last several weeks, will be a complicated and emotional proceeding.  

A verdict from the jury of seven women and five men could hinge on interpretations of 

Routier's initial statements and behavior, along with physical evidence gathered at the house. 

Among the key items of evidence are a kitchen knife believed to be the murder weapon; 

blood-stained clothes, carpet and flooring; DNA samples and psychological profiles of 

Routier.  

Jailed in lieu of $1 million bail, Routier issued a plea for open-mindedness about the 

circumstantial evidence.  



"I want people to know I did not murder my children. I know what happened in that house 

that night," she said in a surprise call last month to Dallas radio station KRLD. She said the 

public will be "outraged" when they find out how she was railroaded.  

Routier phoned police at 2:30 a.m. on June 6, frantically reporting that an unknown male 

intruder, wearing dark clothes and a baseball cap, stabbed her and the boys after they dozed 

off while watching television in a downstairs living room. Her husband, Darin, and infant 

son, Drake, were asleep upstairs.  

Investigators found Devon already dead and rushed Damon to the hospital, where he soon 

died. Routier was hospitalized with two deep stab wounds, and shortly after her release, gave 

an oral statement that police said contradicted physical evidence and her initial remarks.  

Police, who charged Routier 12 days after the killings, insist they apprehended the right 

person. Her June 18 arrest came after "the most intensive and exhaustive investigation ever 

conducted" by Rowlett police, police spokesman Sgt. Dean A. Poos said in a statement 

announcing her arrest.  

"I cannot comment on the details of this investigation other than to say we believe that the 

white male suspect described by Darlie Routier as the man that attacked her and murdered 

her children never existed. We also believe that the wounds present on Darlie Routier were 

self-inflicted. As for the father, Darin Routier, at this point we do not believe that he was 

involved in or participated in the murders," Poos said.  

The police spokesman added: "The proper time and place for the details of this investigation 

to be released is at the time of trial and in a court of law. The full story will be revealed at 

that time."  

Yet what followed was a steady stream of news reports revealing opinions and information 

both favorable and unfavorable to Routier. The day after her arrest, contents of the arrest 

warrant were disclosed, including a statement from the first police officer at the scene, who 

said Routier made no attempt to save Damon's life and had to be told to help him by applying 

pressure to a stab wound.  

More descriptions of the carnage came from a July bail reduction hearing, at which the 

husband gave his account, including recollections of waking up to his wife's screams and his 

attempts to resuscitate the boys.  

Darin Routier's parents, who live in Lubbock, have temporary custody of the surviving son, 

14-month-old Drake. The grandparents were awarded custody about a month after the 

slayings, when Darin was attempting unsuccessfully to have his wife's bail lowered so she 

could be free before trial. He continues to live in the Dallas area.  

The Routiers, who met in their hometown of Lubbock, have been married for eight years. At 

the July custody hearing, a Child Protective Services caseworker, who interviewed Darlie 

Routier in jail, said the defendant described herself as depressed following the birth of Drake, 

and under stress from taking care of the three boys. Although Routier did part-time work at 

her husband's circuit-board-testing business, she mainly cared for her sons, her mother-in-law 

said.  



"Darlie is as loving a mother as walks this Earth. She is the last person in the world who 

would have done this," Sarilda Routier said.  

The first positive news for Routier came in October, when it was disclosed that police had 

evidence bolstering her claim of a killer-intruder. A white tube sock found in the alley behind 

the Routier's house had the boys' blood on it and could have been discarded by an unknown 

assailant.  

In November, more exculpatory evidence - which could favor Routier - was disclosed in 

court filings. Dallas County prosecutors conceded that some DNA findings could be 

consistent with Routier's version of events. They also said two partial palm prints were lifted 

from the bottom portion of the window where a screen had been cut. The prints remain 

unidentified.  

Further, a hair from the head of a Caucasian, not Darlie Routier, "was found in the window in 

question," prosecutors' documents say. Animal hair and human hair "with some microscopic 

characteristics of Darin Routier's head hair were found on the murder weapon," the state 

added.  

In addition to those revelations, prosecutors said the defendant's mother, Darlie Kee, "has 

stated that she and other Routier family members know the true identity of the killer in these 

cases," but Sarilda Routier disputes that statement.  

Another potential witness, a friend of the slain boys, "has stated that a couple of weeks before 

the murders he saw a squared-off, dark car parked outside the Routier house with the 

occupant looking at him and Devon and Damon Routier," court documents said.  

In the days immediately following the slayings, police logged several reports of suspicious 

people and vehicles near the Routier residence, which sits on the inside corner of an L-shaped 

street. But according to police records, some tips were so far-fetched, they were not checked 

out, including psychic visions and claims that the murders were the work of terrorists, 

politicians, the Unabomber and the New Age movement.  

Those unsubstantiated tips, and others referring to suspicious activity, could figure into 

defense efforts to raise doubts about police diligence and show there were other possible 

explanations for the tragedy. Also important to the defense strategy is putting Routier in the 

best light possible, as evidenced by an October request to allow Routier to spruce up her 

appearance.  

"Failure to allow her access to a hairdresser would prejudice her right to a fair trial, just as 

trying her in shackles or in jail clothes would," a defense motion stated. District Judge Mike 

Tolle of Dallas agreed to the request.  

The defense team, led by attorney Doug Mulder of Dallas, also seeks to shape Routier's 

public image by preventing the jury from hearing any references to her "personal habits or 

prior conduct."  

Police have stated that the Routier’s have no criminal histories nor any record of domestic 

violence, but according to a motion submitted last month, Tolle was urged to prohibit 

prosecutors from discussing several topics related to Darlie Routier's lifestyle, including the 



facts that she has had breast implants, body piercing and tattoos, and has been a customer of 

LeBare Club, a male strippers venue.  

Routier's lawyers also want to keep out of the trial any videotapes confiscated from her 

house, as well as the TV news footage of her visit to the gravesite of her sons, where she 

observed Devon's 7th birthday.  

Defense lawyers also asked Tolle to bar any mention of police contentions that Routier's 

wounds were self-inflicted; that she gave a "confession" and that some of her behavior was 

inconsistent with being innocent.  

Absent from the pretrial statements and court filings has been any clear motive for the 

killings, other than Routier's theory that it was a random attack by an unknown man. Police 

have refuted speculation that the crime was part of an insurance scheme.  

At the July bail-reduction hearing, Darin Routier acknowledged that his family was under 

financial strain as it tried to survive on his $1,000-per-week salary as sole proprietor of his 

small company, where Darlie Routier helped with bookkeeping and other chores. He listed 

substantial debts for the home mortgage, federal taxes, credit cards and a boat docked at 

nearby Lake Ray Hubbard.  

After the Routiers fell behind on the mortgage, the house was repossessed by the lender and 

sold for $98,000 at a Dallas courthouse auction in November.  


